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global leader and inspiration to mankind.
Archbishop Desmond Tutu epitomizes the
process of triumphant, democratic trans-
formation. A leader in both struggle and rec-
onciliation, Archbishop Tutu reminds us that
the search for justice begins in the heart. His
appeal to conscience brought out the best
in all South Africans, and his leadership
leaves a legacy of decency and spiritual re-
newal. On behalf of the American people,
I extend this heartfelt tribute to Archbishop
Tutu as a token of our profound respect and
lasting admiration.

NOTE: This statement is text of a message sent
by the President to the retirement ceremony for
Archbishop Tutu in South Africa.

Proclamation 6905—Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention Day,
1996
June 24, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
This year, the Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention (CDC) celebrates 50 years
of service to our Nation and to people around
the world. Created from a small organization
whose mission was to combat the spread of
malaria among our troops during World War
II, the CDC has become our first line of de-
fense against disease, injury, and disability.

The CDC’s history boasts a number of no-
table achievements, including its key role in
the eradication of smallpox and the discovery
of the causes of Legionnaire’s disease and
toxic shock syndrome. The agency has also
led efforts to control and prevent polio and
other vaccine-preventable diseases, breast
and cervical cancer, lead poisoning, tuber-
culosis, and AIDS. Recently, the CDC has
been a leader in the global efforts to fight
emerging infectious illnesses by investigating
and containing diseases such as the outbreak
of plague in India and the Ebola outbreak
in Africa.

The CDC’s innovative programs also ad-
dress our national challenges of chronic dis-
ease, workplace and environmental hazards,
injuries, birth defects, disabilities, and new

infectious threats. In addition, the agency
gathers and analyzes scientific data to better
monitor public health, provide a solid foun-
dation for decision-making, and detect risk
factors.

While technology and medical progress
have worked wonders for many, such ad-
vances are not always available or practicable.
The CDC’s prevention efforts are essential
if we are to ensure that all Americans can
live in safe, healthy communities. By immu-
nizing our children, exercising regularly, and
making other healthy choices, each of us can
join the CDC’s efforts to build a brighter fu-
ture and a stronger Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim July 1, 1996, as
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Day. I call upon all the people of the United
States to join me in observing this tribute
to the CDC, to recognize the need for pre-
ventive health measures, and to strive
throughout the year to realize the CDC’s vi-
sion: Healthy people in a healthy world—
through prevention.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of June, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 25, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 26.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting Budget Deferrals
June 24, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Congressional

Budget and Impoundment Control Act of
1974, I herewith report one revised deferral
of budgetary resources, totaling $7.4 million.
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The deferral affects the Social Security Ad-
ministration.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 24, 1996.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Reception in New York
City
June 24, 1996

Thank you very much. I want to—I sort
of want to quit while I’m ahead. [Laughter]
I’ve had a wonderful time. Thank you,
Wynton Marsalis, and thank you, all you mu-
sicians. You were magnificent. Mr. Marsalis,
you know, is probably the only great musician
today who has basically proved himself a ge-
nius at both classical and jazz music. And he’s
a great American treasure. I’m honored to
have his support and to have him here to-
night. Thank you very much.

Thank you, Senator Moynihan. I never fail
to learn something from Senator Moynihan.
And shoot, I didn’t know that no other Presi-
dent had a long economic expansion with
very low unemployment and high inflation.
I knew it was the best in 27 years; I didn’t
know it never happened before. [Laughter]
They accuse me of overstatement. [Laugh-
ter] Senator Moynihan’s my dictionary of es-
tablished truth and fact in America. We have
been understating the economic achieve-
ments of this administration. Thank you very
much.

I always love being with Al Franken, but
when I close my eyes I sometimes think
that—I have this eerie experience that I’m
on the same stage with Al D’Amato. [Laugh-
ter] He sounds more like Senator D’Amato
than Senator D’Amato. [Laughter] You
know, when Al got up here—I never know
what he’s going to say; that makes two of
us. [Laughter] He made that crack about the
White House not making any mistakes. I
thought to myself, we’re about to see one
unfold right here on the podium. [Laughter]
But if you haven’t read his book, you ought
to read it. It’s shameless for me to say, but
it’s a good book for our side. If you read Al
Franken’s book and James Carville’s book,
‘‘We’re Right and They’re Wrong,’’ you know

all you need to know to take you all the way
to November. They’ll get you through there.

I’d like to just take a few moments to speak
somewhat seriously about this election. I
have to speak seriously. I used to be funny,
and they told me it wasn’t Presidential. So
I had to stop. The other day I was at one
of these—an event rather like this, and there
was a young boy there who was 10 years old.
His father brought him. And this young man
walked up and shook my hand. And just as
mature as you please, he said, ‘‘Mr. Presi-
dent, I imagine once you become President
it’s rather difficult to find a joke you can tell
in public, isn’t it?’’ [Laughter] Didn’t crack
a smile, dead serious. I said, ‘‘Well, now that
you mention it, it is.’’ He said, ‘‘Well, I’ve
got one for you.’’ He said, ‘‘Do you want to
hear it?’’ I said, ‘‘Sure.’’ He said, ‘‘Being
President with this Congress is like standing
in the middle of a cemetery. There’s a lot
of people under you, but nobody is listen-
ing.’’ [Laughter] He is now the youngest
member of the White House speechwriting
staff, and he’s cranking them out every day.

Ladies and gentlemen, I’d like to ask you
to think back just a moment to where we
were 4 years ago, how we felt and where we
were. The country was drifting. We had been
in the midst of a long recession. Unemploy-
ment was high. We had the slowest job
growth since the Great Depression. And we
seemed to be coming apart as a people. I
mean, look around this room. Our country
is a place of fabulous diversity, and it’s an
enormous asset for us as we move into the
global society if we figure out how to manage
it. But if we don’t manage it, you can see
the consequences of people not getting along
all over the world, can’t you? Every place
in the world, virtually, where there’s a signifi-
cant conflict today, it’s based on race or eth-
nicity or religion or some combination of all
of them, where people insist on defining
themselves by who they aren’t, instead of
who they are.

And so all these things concern me greatly.
And I got into the race for President because
I felt that we needed to go full steam into
the 21st century with three things clearly in
mind: That we ought to keep the American
dream alive for every person willing to work
for it. That we ought to be a country that
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